Expression of different keratins in salivary gland tumours.
Twenty-four salivary gland tumours (six pleomorphic adenomas, two myoepitheliomas, five basal cell adenomas, six adenoid cystic carcinomas and five polymorphous low grade adenocarcinomas) were investigated by an immunocytochemical technique using monoclonal antibodies against cytokeratins (CKs) 7, 8, 10, 13, 14, 18 and 19. The luminal cells of ductal structures of the tumours reacted with all the CKs studied except for CK 13 and CK 10 and sometimes CK 14, showing an immunoprofile comparable to that of the intercalated segment of a normal salivary gland. The outer cells of the ducts rarely stained with CK 14, confirming that full differentiation of the myoepithelial cells is seldom achieved in tumours. Considerations were made regarding the intriguing expression of CK 14, the heterogeneous expression of CKs in the modified myoepithelial cells and the immunoprofile of the polymorphous low-grade adenocarcinoma.